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 New President 
Carlisle and District Civic Trust was delighted that the right Reverend James 
Newcome Bishop of Carlisle, agreed to be our new president in 2014. Bishop 
James says that. “He is very much in sympathy with the aims and activities of the 
trust” and we really value his support. 

 Garden of memories 

Carlisle and District Civic Trust is sponsoring a 
flowerbed in the Eden Valley Hospice’s Garden 
of Memories. It is going to be a beautiful and 

A special update from the chairman 
 
This year is a very special year for the Trust. It is our fiftieth anniversary and 
since our founding in 1965 the Trust has remained true to its ideals of: 
• Encouraging high standards of architecture and town planning in Carlisle and 

its neighboring districts. 
• Stimulating public interest in, and care for, the beauty, history and character of 

the area of the city and its surroundings. 
• Encouraging the preservation, development and improvement of features of 

general public amenity or historic interest, pursuing these ends by means of 
meetings, exhibitions, lectures, publications, other forms of instruction and 
publicity. 

 



special place. A plaque was installed in the flowerbed on the 11th July and the 
official opening of the garden was on the 10th August 2014.  

 WW1 Blue Plaques 

2014 was the one hundredth anniversary of the First World War and the Trust 
commemorated the city's two Victoria Cross recipients by fixing ‘Blue Plaques’ to 
their respective houses. Second Lieutenant Joseph Henry Collins VC Posthumous 
of 8 Petteril Terrace Harraby, and Lieutenant-Commander Edward Courtney 
BoyleVC (Later Rear Admiral) of 3 
Chatsworth Square.  

A short service took place on the 10th 
November 2014 outside 3 
Chatsworth Square to commemorate 
both Victoria Cross recipients. The 
Mayor of Carlisle Councilor  Steven 
Bowditch and the Dean of Carlisle 
Cathedral the Very Reverend Mark 
Boyling, together with 
representatives of the Army, Navy, 
Submariners Association and the 
British Legion were present.  
A further service of commemoration will be held outside 8 Petteril Terrace Harraby 
to again commemorate both men later this year.  
 
 IT Development 
2014 saw the Trust embracing the twenty-first century when both its very own 
Facebook entry and website went live. Both facilities are proving very useful and 
are being widely used. 
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John Kelsall joined the Trust in 2014 and is spearheading an activist group within 
the Trust. He summarises the trust’s activities at our 50th Anniversary as follows. 
 
Education 
Through a series of monthly talks on topical environmental subjects, Trust 
members invite the public to join-in a quest to become more informed whilst also 
providing a platform for the raising of any new issues of concern that the Trust 
Committee can investigate. 
 
Campaigning  
The lecture series and public discourse also feeds into the campaigning role of the 
Trust.  Campaigns include the significant saving of the Tithe Barn, however, many 
other campaigns may not be so high profile but can be equally significant.  
Highlighting and resisting the deliberate or neglectful failure of owners to maintain 
listed buildings which would otherwise lead to their loss is unfortunately quite 
common.  Sites such as Suttle House on Wigton Road which remains ‘at risk’ or 
an old clay dabbin barn – a rare style of construction specific to the Solway Coast 
– which was sadly lost due to possible over precautionary demolition over 
Christmas upon safety grounds in Kirkandrews on Eden are both recent 
examples. 
The Trust is campaigning to make authorities and building owners aware that 
early preventative maintenance and assistance should be sought before buildings 
get to such levels of terminal neglect and whether a system of regular 
inspection/advice sessions can be deployed.  We do not own our listed buildings 
or built environment we are custodians charged with enjoying and understanding 
their history and to pass the same on to future generations in as good or an even 
better condition – this is a challenge for all. 
 

Recognition 
Where such buildings or links with historical events remain, the Trust can 
recognise or underline their importance with the award and mounting of a wall 
plaque.  There are a number of plaques in Carlisle and these represent a 
permanent reminder of a special significance enriching local history and providing 
an informal means of future protection.  The Civic Trust is well known for making 
local, regional and national awards and we believe that good work should be 
recognised and commended appropriately. 
 

 

The Trust would encourage all residents of Carlisle and visitors to engage with 
what is good about our locality and to find ways of reinforcing local 
distinctiveness and retaining what is good about where we live and work and 
how we can plan forward for the next 50 years to make it even better. 



 
 Carlisle and District Conservation Area Advisory Committee 
The Trust has a representative who sits on this committee and therefore the Trust 
has a direct say in planning applications in the Conservation Areas. 
 

2015 The Trust’s Fiftieth year Celebration  
One of the main reasons that Carlisle and District Civic Trust was founded in 1965 
was to save The Tithe Barn for the city. It is fitting that our celebration of fifty years 
of the trust should be taking place in the Tithe Barn on 17th July. Our President, 
the Right Rev. James Newcombe, will be joining us for food, wine and live music, 
and to hear our guest speaker, Claire Hensman, Lord Lieutenant of Cumbria. It 
promises to be a great evening when we will be looking forward to the next 50 
years as well as reflecting on previous achievements.  Please put the date in your 
diary now and we will let you know when tickets are available. 
 

Heritage Open Days. 
During the ‘Heritage Open Days’ properties and events that normally charge 
admission are free. Other properties, that would not normally be open to the 
public, will be open; however, there may be a charge.  
The ‘Heritage Open Days’ this year are from 10 to 13 September. 
The properties that will be open in Cumbria and elsewhere can be found by using 
the following link www.heritageopendays.org.uk  
 

2015/2016 Evening Talks 
Tuesday 17th March  7pm  
‘Cummersdale & History of the Print Works’   by Alan James 
 
 Tuesday 21st April  7pm 
‘History of Carlisle Library’    by Stephen White, Carlisle Library. 
    
Unless otherwise indicated the evening talks will take place at: 
The New Waterton Hall, Warwick Square, Carlisle, commencing at 7pm with tea 
or coffee.   
Further talks will be announced in the Autumn Newsletter. 
 

Summer visits to local places of interest 
Tuesday 12th May  
Guided Walking Tour of Carlisle   ‘Every Building Has a Story’   guided by 
Kathleen Churchill, Cumbria Blue Badge Guide 
Limited places available, booking is essential, meet at 2pm at the door of Old 
Tullie House. 
Please book with Carol and pay on the day. 
£3 Members.   £5 Visitors.  
 



Annual Summer Coach Outing to Lowther Castle Gardens   
 Sunday 7th June 2015 
Please see the information on this event and the booking form at the 

end of the Newsletter  
 
Contacts: 

Evening Talks and Walking tour:  Carol Donnelly Tel. 01228 670578 or     
Carol@greatguidedtours.co.uk  
Annual Summer Coach Outing and 50th Celebration:  Janis Jeffery Tel. 01228 
543714 
 
Annual General Meeting 
Our AGM will be held on 25th August at 2pm at The Waterton Hall. 
 

 
A T Jolley  
Chairman Carlisle and District Civic Trust. 
 

Annual Coach Outing - Lowther Castle Gardens. 
 
Last Year one of our summer talks was by the Head Gardener of Lowther Castle 
Gardens. Due to the interest this aroused we have decided to make Lowther 
Castle Gardens our Annual Outing for this year. 
We will be treated to a guided tour and also have plenty of free time to explore 

these extensive and interesting gardens. 
 
We have also included a soup and 
sandwich lunch, as this went down so well 
last year.  
The date for this year’s outing is Sunday 7th 
June 2015.  
 

Summary by the chairman 
The committee is always looking for new ideas from its members. If anyone has 
any suggestions, please put them on paper and post them in the ‘Buildings of 
significant importance deserving recognition' Suggestion Box, which is placed 
on the table at the entrance to the winter lectures. 
  
This year is the Carlisle and District Civic Trust's Fiftieth Anniversary, it is 
therefore particularly important that all your ideas for our Half Century Year find 
their way to the committee so they can be included.  



As usual we shall meet at the car park opposite the Auctioneer and proceed to 
Lowther. Departure time will be 9.30am.  
 
Could anyone needing transport to and from the car park, please contact a 
member of the committee. 
 
The total cost including the coach, entry, tour and lunch is £19 per Member and 
£21 per guest. 
 

...................................................................................................................................

.... 

Please book ..........seats on the Annual Summer Outing 

 

Name............................................................................email......................................... 

 

Address......................................................................................................................... 

 

....................................................................................Post code ………………………. 

 

Phone........................................ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Please forward the completed form together with your payment to Jan Jeffery 409, 
London Rd Carlisle CA1 3HA by Monday  18th May 2014. Thank you. 
 


